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Animal Behavior Webquest 
 

 

If stuck on questions, online book chapter  http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0073028207/student_view0/online_chapters.html 

 

1. What is ethology?  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethology  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is behavior?  http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/behavior  (2a) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is a stimulus?  http://users.rcn.com/jkimball.ma.ultranet/BiologyPages/I/InnateBehavior.html  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. External stimuli = ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Internal stimuli = ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Behavior Types:  

a. Innate: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Learned: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Types of Learned:  http://users.rcn.com/jkimball.ma.ultranet/BiologyPages/L/LearnedBehavior.html  (click on link from previous website) 

i. Imprinted: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ii. Conditioned: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

iii. Habituation: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. List 6 examples of innate behavior and 6 examples of learned behavior for 6 DIFFERENT animals.  When are these behaviors exhibited?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Causes of Behavior:  http://drbenkim.com/nervous-endocrine-system.htm  

How do the nervous system and endocrine system function separately but work together to control behavior?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0073028207/student_view0/online_chapters.html
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http://users.rcn.com/jkimball.ma.ultranet/BiologyPages/L/LearnedBehavior.html
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7. Why is behavior important for species and animal survival? http://highered.mcgraw-

hill.com/sites/0073028207/student_view0/online_chapters.html __________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Behavior Categories. Describe what the category is AND  give an example. (Online Text; Google and use reputable site) 

a. Foraging: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

i. Example: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Parental Care: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

i. Example: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Courtship: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

i. Example: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

d. Reproductive: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

i. Example: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

e. Territorial: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

i. Example: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

f. Social: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

i. Example: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

g. Migratory: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

i. Example: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

h. Play: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

i. Example: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What is altruism? Why would an animal do this? http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0073028207/student_view0/online_chapters.html 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

10. Many birds sing specific songs, are these examples of innate or learned behavior? Explain.  http://www.backyardnature.net/birdlern.htm  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

11. Find 4 biologists who are famous for their studies of animal behavior. List their names and describe their contributions. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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